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I T rna,' .e III in"i Ii u' t . I ,t n f I'm of mi. ionary en
t q ;i:-;{', and to insi t that it i rn imp ra~iv ~an
an th r. I nm aware al that m.,· W I'd on thl ubJ ct

will be discount d b 'cau I wTite not imply a an individual,
but al 0 a Pre. ident of the Arneriean lVIi 'ionary 0 ·iation.

Th opinion her ex
pI' ed, however, i one
which I .bav long held,
and to which I have often
.

O'\ven utterance. 0 one
valu more higWy the

n-ice which the Ameri
can Bard i rendering in
for iO'n field or the great
Hom l\Ii ionarv ocieb'

• •

in our own land. Both
ar b yond prai . But
th demand on neither of
th m, important the~'

ur IvaI' have th im-
•

m dint urO' n ' w h i h
Amory H. Bradford. D.O. bin to th ta'k whi h-

th meriean (i, 'i nary. ciati 11 ha uod rtak n. Thi
work appeal- to me atth pI' ('nt tim as th mo t imp rath'e
of all forms of hri ·tian activit.\' which face th m rican
'hun'he lIlId for the following rCI 'on':

Th colored p{'ople an' bel' b)' no "oliti n f their own.
They weI' brou yht here by our fatb I' a ain·t their will.

It may hav' I een for the ultimat d ,'ati n f th ra ,but no
c.r dit for that i du either to our Iv ' or to our an tor.

The,· c n:titute about one ninth of th population of th,

Republi '.
Th . ar in a land which they ne" l' would hav uO'ht of

th ir own u rd. 'fhe,' are h re by e mpul i n.
•

All th b ne6t Ulut they htH' l' ceived ar du t Providenc·.
•

nd l' u h ir urn tnnce they haye a ri ht t d mand of
u what no other In whi·h com to our -hoI' h any l' a on
to xpect, and what th 'C farther awa~' could n t claim.
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Thi work i most imperative for u because it belongs ex
clu iveh' to the American people. Foreign mi sions are the
ta k of 'all Chri tian nations, and are undertaken b~' all. Eng
land and German~' divide with America the honor of heroic and
con ecrated mi ionary activity in man: lands, but neither Great
Britain nor Germanv will do anythinO' for the improvement of• 0

th million of colored people on our shore. On a field so' eyi-
d ntly our own, we should resent any intrusions by other nations.

The 0'1' at majority of the colored people are as degraded as
any in Africa or on the i lands of the southern seas to whom
mi ionarie are ent. They have been given rights for which
they were not prepared and thus a false independence has growll
up within many of them.... Of course I am peaking onl."
of the ma and not of the splendid examples of consecrated
ability, culture, and character which how so clearly what the
race ma become. But tho e .who have been trained in the
chool , colleges, and churches, and those who have ri en like

"'a hington, DuBoi , Price, Tanner, Henderson, Proctor, and
other, are few compared with those who have hardly felt the
touch of hiO'her thing. Thi people need ethical and piritllal
ideal a much a anv in non-Christian lands. They ought to- .
have b tter condition , better standards of character, better
home , and a better type of religion. Thi mas of ignorance
and d pravit)' i at our own door, and was brought here b,"
our father. It i an example of foreign mis ions in the heart
of th American republic.

For the reason and without detracting in the least from the
CI' dit du to OUlel' forms of mi ionary activity which may be
mol' urO' nt at another time, I believe that the American Mis ion
ary 0 iation is engaged in what i just now the most im
p rativ lui tian work which the American churches have
laid ul on them. It aJ>peals to the Chri tian and to the patriot
alike. It ought to have a upport which it has never yet had.
Ther i not very much romance about it; it has little in the
way of fame or O'iory to offer, but it i a cause which can be
vad d only at the co t of peril to our republic, as well as 10

to th humanity of which we are a part.

The merican people hould unite in a crusade in behalf of
the inlell tual, piritual, and ethical elevation of the million of

frican within our own borders. The best way to save our
elv i not b· vain endeavor to uppress the colored man;

the only way to ave ourselves and our nation is by uniting in a
ommon ffort for hi elevation.
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